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 in thankfulness for all the teachers entering a new school year. 
 

Welcome 
 
Litany of Labor                By Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel 
Let us pray to the Lord of all creation, from whom comes life and work and 
purpose. Almighty God, when you formed us lovingly out of the dust of the earth, 
you breathed into us the breath of life and gave us work and purpose for living. 
You placed Adam in the garden of Eden to till and keep it. Through our work, you 
made us co-creators with you, shaping the world in which we live. 
You gave dignity to our labor by sending your Son to labor with us. 
By our labor, you enrich the world. By our labor, we enjoy the fruits of creation. 
By our labor, we find direction and purpose. By our labor, our families are made 
secure. For providing varieties of work and for blessing us by our labor: 
We give you thanks, O Lord.   
For those who plow the field and those who make the plow, for farmers and farm 
workers, for steelworkers and machinists;  
for those who work with their hands and those who move the earth: 
We give you thanks, O Lord.  



For those who tend the sick and those who seek new cures; for doctors and 
nurses, for scientists and technicians;  for those who keep notes and those who 
transcribe: We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For those who think and those who create; for inventors and explorers, for 
artists and musicians;  for those who write books and those who entertain: 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For those who work in offices and those who work in warehouses; for secretaries 
and receptionists, for stockers and bookkeepers; for those who market products 
and for those who move them: We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For those who inspire our minds and those who motivate us; for teachers and 
preachers, for public servants and religious servants; those who help the poor 
and those who work with our children: We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For those whose labor is tidiness and cleanliness; for janitors and sanitary 
workers, for drycleaners and maids; for those who produce cleaning products 
and those who use them: We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For those who sail the waves and those who fly the skies; for captains and 
attendants, for astronauts and deep sea divers;  for those who chart and those 
who navigate: We give you thanks, O Lord. 
You bless us all with skills and gifts for labor. You provide us opportunities to use 
them, for the benefit of others as well as ourselves. Guard and protect those 
who labor in the world. Bless the work of our hands, O Lord. Look kindly upon 
the unemployed and the disabled. Give health to the sick, hope to the bereaved. 
Keep us from laboring only for greed. Make us loving and responsible in all that 
we do. Let us pray. Creator Lord, you are the source of all wisdom and purpose, 
you are the blessing of those who labor. Be with us in our labor to guide and 
govern our world. Give all men and women work that enhances human dignity 
and bonds us to one another. Give us pride in our work, a fair return for our 
labor, and joy in knowing that our work finds its source in you; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Opening Hymn         Bind Us Together 
(refrain) Bind us together Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken 
Bind us together Lord, bind us together Lord, bind us together in love 
There is only God there is only one King 
There is only one body that is why we can sing (refrain)  
You are the family of God You are the promise divine 
You are God’s chosen desire, you are the glorious new wine (refrain)  



Greeting 
 
Prayer of the Day  
Gracious God, throughout the ages your love and faithfulness have taught us that 

mercy triumphs over judgement. As we gather to worship you bring to life the 

faith we have in you through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Children’s Message            
 
1st Reading                                                                                                     Isaiah 35:4-7a 
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of 
the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert; 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground springs of water. 
 
Psalm                      Psalm 146 
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have 
my being. 3Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 
4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their 
thoughts perish.  5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
whose hope is in the LORD their God; 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and 
all that is in them; who keeps promises forever; 7who gives justice to those who 
are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The LORD sets the captive free. 
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed 
down; the LORD loves the righteous.  9The LORD cares for the stranger; 
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
10The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all 
generations. Hallelujah!  
 

2nd Reading                                                                                                     James 2:1-17 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes 
in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a 



seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at 
my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges 
with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen 
the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has 
promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the 
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who 
blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law 
but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 11For the one who said, 
“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do 
not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of 
liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; 
mercy triumphs over judgment. 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you 
say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or 
sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what 
is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 
Sermon           

Hymn of the Day       Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil WOV 713 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your Word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 
When my heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, warm it 
with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the needs of your world 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and justice is pursued  
When my heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, warm it 
with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.  
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.  
 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, my faith alive in work that I do  
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where mercy triumphs judgement a new  



When my heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, warm it 
with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. Lord, let my heart, 
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.  
 
Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third 
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 
Peace 
 
Offering               
 
Doxology  
 
Offering Prayer  
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in 
this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 
world. Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
On the night…remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and 
unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer  
Let us pray with confidence the prayer that Jesus taught us… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion Distribution 
 
Post Communion Blessing  
  
Post Communion Prayer   
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table food that is abundant life. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to go out into 
classrooms and workplaces, offices and fields, volunteer sites and our own homes 
hungry only to love the world. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
May God be on your mind, in your heart, on your right and on your left as you go 
from this place blessed to be a blessing 
 
Sending Hymn       Canticle of the Turning  
My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great,  
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn, 
so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn?  
 
(refrain) My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.  
 
Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, and your mercy 
will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be, your very name 
puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn, you will show 
our might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn. (refrain)  
 



From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears every tyrant from his throne. The 
hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn; there are 
tables spread, every mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. (refrain)  
 
Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast; God’s 
mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. This saving word that 
our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound, till the spear and rod 
can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around. (refrain)  
 
Dismissal   Go in peace. Put your faith into action. Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


