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Welcome 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless. Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection 
God our comforter: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon 
abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and 
oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our 
sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love 
to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen. 



Opening Hymn             You Satisfy the Hungry Heart WOV 711 
You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of finest wheat 
Come give to us, O Saving Lord, the Bread of Life to eat 

As when the shepherd calls his sheep they know and heed his voice 
So when you call your family Lord they follow and rejoice (refrain) 

With joyful lips, we sing to you our praise and gratitude 
That you should count us worthy Lord to share this Heavenly food (refrain) 

Is not the cup we bless and share the blood of Christ outpoured? 
Does not one cup, one loaf declare our Oneness in the Lord? (refrain)  

The mystery of your presence Lord no mortal tongue can tell who all the world 
cannot contain comes in our hearts to dwell. (refrain)  
 
You give yourself to us O Lord; then selfless let us be, to serve each other in your 
name in truth and charity. (refrain)  
       
Greeting 
 
Prayer of the Day  
Reconciling God, your own son, Jesus Christ, crossed from death to life to heal 
our relationship with you. Every line we draw between ourselves and others 
you continue to cross with your never-ending love for all humanity. Teach us to 
forgive as we have been forgiven. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
  
Children’s Message            
 
1st Reading                                                                                                    Genesis 3:1-15 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree 
in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden; 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is 
in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” 4 But the 
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5 for God knows that when you eat 
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,[a] knowing good and 
evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with 
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her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves. 8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the 
time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God 
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom 
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then 
the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman 
said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all 
wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of 
your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 

Psalm                                                                                                                       Psalm 32 
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity and in whose spirit there 
is no deceit  
While I kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. 
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as 
by the heat of summer. 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will 
confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; 
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.  

You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me 
with glad cries of deliverance. 
 I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with 
my eye upon you. 
Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you. 
Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who 
trust in the LORD. 
Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in 
heart. 



Second Reading                                                                                         Romans 14:4-12  
4 Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own 
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 
them stand. 5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge 
all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who 
observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also, those who eat, eat in honor 
of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in 
honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 7 We do not live to ourselves, and we 
do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to 
the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to 
this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and 
the living. 10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat 
of God. 11 For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12 So then, each of us will be 
accountable to God.  
 
Gospel          Matthew 18:18-22 
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, 
if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” 21 Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of 
the church[a] sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 

Sermon                       Bishop Brian Maas  
                                                                                                            Nebraska Synod ELCA 
 
Hymn of the Day       Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil WOV 713 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your Word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 
When my heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, warm it 
with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the needs of your world 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood.  
When my heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, warm it 
with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 
Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third 
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 
Peace 
 
Offering               
 
Doxology  
 
Offering Prayer  
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in 
this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 
world. Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
On the night…remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and 
unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and forever. Amen.  



The Lord’s Prayer  
Let us pray with confidence the prayer that Jesus taught us… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion Distribution 
Post Communion Blessing  
 Post Communion Prayer   
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table food that is abundant life. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to go out into 
classrooms and workplaces, offices and fields, volunteer sites and our own homes 
hungry only to love the world. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
May God be on your mind, in your heart, on your right and on your left as you go 
from this place blessed to be a blessing 
 
Sending Hymn            Shine Jesus Shine WOV 651 
Lord, the light of your love is shining. In the midst of the darkness, shining. 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, Set us free by the truth you now bring us 
Shine on me, shine on me (refrain)  
 
(refrain) 
Shine, Jesus, shine. Fill this land with the Father's glory. 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze. Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow. Flood the nations with grace and mercy. 
Send forth your word Lord, and let there be light. 
 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so our faces display your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me (refrain)  
 
Dismissal   Go in peace. Put your faith into action. Thanks be to God! 


