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Welcome 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless. Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection 
God our comforter: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon 
abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and 
oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our 
sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love 
to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn             Healer of Our Every Ill  WOV 738 
(refrain) 
Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow, give us peace beyond our fear, and 
hope beyond our sorrow. 
 
You who know our fears and sadness, grace us with your peace and gladness; 
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. (refrain) 
 
In the pain and joy beholding how your grace is still unfolding, give us all your 
vision, God of love. (refrain) 
 



Give us strength to love each other, every sister, every brother; Spirit of all  
kindness, be our guide. (refrain) 
 
You who know each thought and feeling, teach us all your way of healing; 
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. (refrain) 
 
Greeting 
 
Prayer of the Day  
Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give 
us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, with glad and generous hearts. Amen. 
 
Children’s Message  
  
First Reading              Exodus 35: 4-9, 20-29  
4 Moses said to all the congregation of the Israelites: This is the thing that 
the LORD has commanded: 5 Take from among you an offering to the LORD; let 
whoever is of a generous heart bring the LORD’s offering: gold, silver, and 
bronze; 6 blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and fine linen; goats’ hair, 7 tanned 
rams’ skins, and fine leather;[a] acacia wood, 8 oil for the light, spices for the 
anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 9 and onyx stones and gems to be set in 
the ephod and the breast piece. 20 Then all the congregation of the Israelites 
withdrew from the presence of Moses. 21 And they came, everyone whose heart 
was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and brought the LORD’s 
offering to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the 
sacred vestments. 22 So they came, both men and women; all who were of a 
willing heart brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and pendants, all 
sorts of gold objects, everyone bringing an offering of gold to the LORD. 23 And 
everyone who possessed blue or purple or crimson yarn or fine linen or goats’ 
hair or tanned rams’ skins or fine leather,[c] brought them. 24 Everyone who could 
make an offering of silver or bronze brought it as the LORD’s offering; and 
everyone who possessed acacia wood of any use in the work, brought it. 25 All the 
skillful women spun with their hands, and brought what they had spun in blue 
and purple and crimson yarns and fine linen; 26 all the women whose hearts 
moved them to use their skill spun the goats’ hair. 27 And the leaders brought 
onyx stones and gems to be set in the ephod and the breast piece, 28 and spices 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+35&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-2539a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+35&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-2555c


and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant incense. 29 All 
the Israelite men and women whose hearts made them willing to bring anything 
for the work that the LORD had commanded by Moses to be done, brought it as a 
freewill offering to the LORD. 
 
Psalm               Psalm 112 
Praise the LORD! Happy are those who fear the LORD, who greatly delight in his 
commandments. 
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will 
be blessed. 
3 Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures forever. 
4 They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, 
and righteous. 
5 It is well with those who deal generously and lend, who conduct their affairs 
with justice. 
6 For the righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered forever. 
7 They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the LORD. 
8 Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end they will look in 
triumph on their foes. 
9 They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their righteousness 
endures forever; their horn is exalted in honor. 
10 The wicked see it and are angry;  they gnash their teeth and melt away;  the 
desire of the wicked comes to nothing.         

 
 
 
Second Reading               2 Corinthians 8:1-14 
We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been 
granted to the churches of Macedonia; 2 for during a severe ordeal of affliction, 
their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. 3 For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to 
their means, and even beyond their means, 4 begging us earnestly for the 
privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints 5 and this, not merely as we 
expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, 6 so 
that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should 
also complete this generous undertaking among you. 7 Now as you excel in 
everything in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love 



for you so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.  8 I do not say 
this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the 
earnestness of others. 9 For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty 
you might become rich. 10 And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is 
appropriate for you who began last year not only to do something but even to 
desire to do something 11 now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be 
matched by completing it according to your means. 12 For if the eagerness is 
there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has not according to what one 
does not have. 13 I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure 
on you, but it is a question of a fair balance between 14 your present abundance 
and their need, so that their abundance may be for your need, in order that there 
may be a fair balance. 
 
Gospel          Matthew 20: 1-16 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for the 
usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4 and he said to them, 
‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and 
he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 
‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going 
to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received 
the usual daily wage. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would 
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.  11 And when 
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as 
I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or 
are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.”  



       
Sermon           NW Synod of WI  
                   Mission 2021 
 
Hymn of the Day     My Life Flows On In Endless Song WOV 781 
My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation, I catch the sweet 

though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. (refrain) 

(refrain) No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that Rock I’m clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?  

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. It finds an echo in 

my soul. How can I keep from singing? (refrain)  

What though my joys and comforts die? The Lord my Savior liveth. What though 

the darkness gather round? Songs in the night he giveth. (refrain) 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! All things are 

mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing? (refrain)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third 
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 



Prayers of Intercession  
 
Peace 
 
Offering               
 
Doxology  
 
Offering Prayer  
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in 
this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 
world. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Let us pray with confidence the prayer that Jesus taught us… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
May God be on your mind, in your heart, on your right and on your left as you go 
from this place blessed to be a blessing 
 
 
Sending Hymn                                                      For the Fruit of All Creation 
For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.  
For these gifts to evr’y nation, thanks be to God.  
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,  
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God.  
 
In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done.  
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done.  
In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,  
in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done.  



For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. For the good we all inherit, thanks 
be to God. For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.  
 
Dismissal   Go in peace. Put your faith into action. Thanks be to God!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


