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                                                             from Intern Pastor Bethany 

                                                           
As I write this newsletter I am also planning worship for All Saints Day. This is the day 
when we remember those who have died in the faith. Normally we name just those in 
our congregations who have died in the past year. However, this year, I extended an 
invitation to our growing online community. I invited anyone, members and non-
members alike, to submit names of loved ones who have died so we can name them 
and light a candle in their honor during online worship. I have already received 75 
names. This is a humbling testament to the ways in which our congregations are 
ministering in meaningful ways to people outside of our sanctuary walls during this 
pandemic. Take heart. Ministry may look different right now but God is still at work 
among and through us in ways that matter. 
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Rock Creek and Faith Buildings Remain Closed 
Despite a shared desire to reopen our buildings so we can get back to some 
semblance of normal the Covid-19 numbers do not warrant safe reopening at this 
time. This is a difficult time to navigate alone so we ought to give thanks for the 
wise recommendations from the WI Council of Churches and the Northwest 
Synod of WI as well as the work of our congregation councils. We continue to 
monitor Covid cases numbers weekly and hope to see a downward trend 
immerge in coming months. Until then, the buildings will remain closed and we 
invite you to stay connected through online and radio worship.  
 
 
 
 



 

                            Online Worship Continues                             
Thanks to a partnership with WRDN radio and Facebook Live, our online worship 
presence remains strong during this time.  
Listen every Sunday at 10:30AM to worship led by Intern Pastor Bethany on 
WRDN 1430AM or 107.3FM 
 
Watch worship on Facebook by visiting our page @faithandrockcreek 
 
Prior to worship, bulletin materials can be found via email, the church webpage 
(rclcf.org) or on Facebook @faithandrockcreek so that you can fully participate.                                               
If you cannot listen/watch worship live, the video/broadcast will be posted to:  

- rclcf.org  
- Facebook @faithandrockcreek  
- WRDN at reelcountry1430.com (Click three lines at top right of screen / 

click Podcasts to find Faith Lutheran) 
                                                                  

                                                                   
Thanks to the leadership of Dave Coon and a number of other volunteers, the Uff 
Dinner take out meals were a huge hit. We served over 200 meals on October 24th 
to delighted people ready to enjoy a full meatball dinner! 
 

                                           Get to the polls  

                   

                                    Tuesday, November 3 
                                         



          
                                                 
A big thanks to Jill Bauer for taking the lead on Rock Creek Sunday School. The 
team there is busy making plans to equip families for at home Sunday School 
activities during this time. Contact Jill if you want to receive an activity packet.  
 
A big thanks to Tracy Rosemeyer for taking the lead on Faith Sunday School. The 
To Go model is proving to be enjoyed by Faith children who received their craft 
supplies in October and can hop online throughout the week for pre-recorded 
lessons. Contact Tracy if you want to receive craft supplies.  
 
                                         
 
 
 



             
                                                     

                                                   
FaithLift is off to a terrific start this school year. The young people are committed 
to the learning process and curious with their faith questions. Due to the recent 
school closure, our learning nights will shift to Zoom for the month of November.  
 
FaithLift November Learning Night Schedule 
Rock Creek students 5:30PM   Faith students 5:30PM   
11/4       11/11 
11/18       NO CLASS 11/25                                                  



                                                       

     Luther Park Bible Camp…      …Our Partnership with Holy Play        

                     Summer 2021 Registration Now Open! 

                   

With great hope and expectation Luther Park has their summer 2021 schedule 

posted and registration is open. Early Bird discount of $50 from now until the end 

of the year! After the first of the year, early registrations receive $40 off until May 

1, 2021. Intern Pastor Bethany plans to attend with campers from Faith and Rock 

Creek the week of June 27-July 2. During that week there are programs offered 

for anyone who will completed 1st-11th grades during the 2020-2021 school year. 

Check out the schedule and register with faith that camp will be able to reopen 

next summer! Visit http://lutherpark.org/summer-camp to learn more.  

Pastoral Care Coverage 

Intern Pastor Bethany will be taking time off from Monday, November 23-Friday, 
November 27. Pastor Grace Baldridge will be available for pastoral care during 
that time at 715-475-8562. 
                       

http://lutherpark.org/summer-camp


The ladies at Rock Creek have been busy.   

All together they filled 126 school kits. The kits were boxed and sent to Lutheran 

World Relief.  Included in the kits were notebooks, pens, pencils, an eraser, a 

ruler, a box of crayons and a pencil sharpener.  Several stores had really good 

sales on school supplies and did not limit the numbers of items bought.  So with 

the generous monetary contributors, we were able to fill more bags that first 

anticipated.   

Even with COVID-19, they were able to finish 17 beautiful, colorful quilts.  4 of 

them went to the food pantry in Durand, 4 went to Stepping Stones of Dunn 

County, 5 went to the Sojourner House in Eau Claire and 4 went to Lutheran 

World Relief.  It is our hope that the recipients of these quilts feel God's love and 

are comforted by the warmth of each piece and stitch.   

The ladies hope and pray that they will soon be able to meet as a group and share 

fellowship and they assemble more quilts for next year.   

THANK YOU ladies for all of your hard work!  

 
 
 

RCLC Church History - Part 5  
  

The newly formed Rock Creek-Meridean Lutheran Congregation would now make 
the decision of where to rebuild the church building acquired from the split with 
the Spring Brook Congregation.   
Several options became available including; land offered by the Wollum family, 
land offered by Ole Steinbakken, (former Larson farm- corner of 810th and 
130th),a building site formerly owned by Pastor Skare  (north of the present 
church site now owned by the Fossum family),the site of the religious school near 
the church cemetery or lands owned by brothers Nels and Ole Sperstad.  

 

By February 1919, the property from the Sperstads was chosen.  Each brother 
donated 1 acre and 22 rods.  A building committee was chosen including: John 
Fossum - I.E. Brack - Ole Wollum - John Odegard.  Plans for the church were 
made, the church would measure 32 ft. wide by 50 ft. long with a full basement. 
Pledges for building were sought from the congregation members.  The youth 



group, then called “Aurora” would fund the basement.  (Aurora's members 
ranged in ages from 16-30) Much of the church construction was done by 
congregation members.    
  
Building would begin in 1919 after the hauling of 34 loads of material up from the 
church’s former building site in “old Meridean”.  Church services, religious 
education, and meetings were probably held in the religious schoolhouse or in 
member’s homes during that time. 
    
In August of 1920 Pastor Sumstad’s had put in his resignation but later he would 
decide to remain. 
    
Construction of the church was finished by October of 1920. The annual meeting 

was held in the “nye kirke” (new church).  At this meeting the following members 

were selected to serve in the following positions;  

Deacons;  Palmer Petersom – N.E. Sperstad                                                                                                                                 

Trustees;  Ole Shager – Ed Shaker                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Revisions Committee;  I.E. Brack  - John Fossum                                                                                                                                

Secretary; L.E. Hagen                                                                                                                                                                              

Delegate; Frantz Dahlen                                                                                                                                                                                              

Church Custodian;  Edddie Wollum                                                                                                                                                                                     

Organist; Nina Leer                                                                                                                                                                                               

Religious School board member;  Ole Garlie 

A celebration to dedicate the new church was held in November of 1920.  
                         “Happy 100th Church Building Birthday”  
 
In 1924 the churches cemetery association was formed.  In 1879 M. Olson had 
donated 1 acre of land for the purpose of a cemetery.  In 1909 and again in 1921, 
more land would be given by the Fossum Family who purchased the M. Olson 
farm.  
 
At the annual meeting of 1928 a decision is made to hold annual meetings in the 
month of January. 
  



In 1929 Pastor Sumstad, would resign.   Meeting minutes, still written in Danish/ 
Norwegian, seem to be concerned with the higher costs of supporting a pastor 
and the few choices of a pastor available. 
 
Uerik Turmo, who was a student about to be ordained, accepted the call in 
February 1930 
 

 
 
ROCK CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
September 2020 

Opening Balance  09.01.2020  $         6,987.59 

Total Deposits  $         5,549.00 
Funds transferred to B.I.A. $              50.00 

Funds transferred from B.I.A. $         5,873.68 
Funds Transferred from Com. Council $         1,250.00 

Debit card refund $              12.99 

Total Expenses $      11,357.18 
Balance as of 09.30.2020 $        8,266.08 

 

TOTAL OF ALL ACCOUNTS 

General Checking $        8,266.08 
Good Samaritan Account $           500.00 

Business Investment Account $      33,096.39 
Total of all accounts $      41,862.47 

 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes     September 9, 2020 

Present: Intern Pastor Bethany Walker, Diane Knudsen, LeAnne Carlson, 

Darrin Hurtgen, Tiffany Webb, Linda Talford; Val Cataract; Treasure Greg 

Knoepke 

Diane Called meeting to order 6:30pm 

Pastor Bethany led devotions: 



Secretary Report:  LeAnne Motioned for approve, Val second, Secretary 

Report approved  

Treasurers Report:   Linda motions for approval, Darrin seconds, Treasure 

report approved 

- Parking Lot has been billed and paid.  

- Waiting for billing for removal of Ash trees  

- Snow removal- Joe Burger  

  Attached outline of accounts 

Pastor Report:   

- Tech grant that was received back in spring; Rock Creek obtained bid 

for monitors and laptop for Pastor’s use at Faith and Rock Creek for 

In-Person worship services 

 

Committee Reports:    

Property Committee:  

• Downstairs Women’s Bathroom has mold and will need 

maintenance   

• Trees removed from front      

   

Music and Worship:  

• Nothing at this time 

 

Fundraising/Stewardship/Evangelism:   

• Nothing at this time 

 

Education:   

• Sunday school on the Go – Pastor Bethany will be in contact 

with Tracy Rosemeyer and others for review.  

 

 

 



Old Business:  

• Sunday Supper Memorial Park for September, Linda will 

be working on keeping the Sunday Supper going as the 

weather get s cooler 

 

New business: 

• Rock Creek plans to be back in person service starting 

October 4th @ 8:30 am 

• Faith Outdoor service for September 27,  

LeAnne Carlson Motion to adjourn: 7:52pm 

Next meeting will be October 14, 2020 @ 6:30pm 

 

Faith Lutheran September Financial Report 

 Sep. Actual Sep. 
Budget 

Opening Balance $19,351.60  
Income   

Offering $7,129.75 $5,263.00 
Thrivent Choice 
Dollars 

$4.00 $250.00 

Noisy Buckets $23.00  

Interest $1.85 $1.00 

Radio Broadcast $200.00 $50.00 
Property Fund $100.00  

Total Income $7,458.60 $6,064.00 
   

Expenses *$5,516.72 $6,064.00 

Ending Balance $22,105.98  

*$675.00 of expenses were for trees removed/trimmed which was used from the 

property savings account. (Normal expenses would be $4,841.72) 



Account Sep. Ending 
Balance 

Checking $22,105.98 

Property 
Savings 

$1,035.12 

Memorial 
Savings 

$2,783.35 

 

Thank you for continued support! If you have any questions, feel free to give me a 

call at 715-672-4954 or 715-279-0413 and please leave me a message if needed 

or e-mail me at gknoepke@mtdfwi.com 

Sincerely, 

Greg Knoepke 

Faith Lutheran Treasurer 
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