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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the 
one who is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection 
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we 
long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way 
of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen. 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of 

Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God 
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen. 
 
 



Opening Hymn                             The Glory of These Forty Days  
The glory of these forty days, we celebrate with songs of praise; For Christ, 

through Whom all things were made, himself has fasted and has prayed.  

Alone and fasting Moses saw, the loving God who gave the law;  

and to Elijah, fasting came the steeds and chariots of flame.  

So Daniel trained his mystic sight, Delivered from the lion's might; 

And John, the bride groom's friend, became the herald of Messiah's name. 

Then grant O God, that we may too, Return in fast and prayer to you  

Our spirits strengthen with your grace, and give us joy to see your face. 

    

Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 
prayers. In your covenantal love you are our God and we are your people. As we 
worship you, remind us of the ways you keep the promises to your people 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Children’s Message 

New Testament Reading                                 Hebrews 5:5-10 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the 
one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6as he says 
also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of 
Melchizedek.” 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 
with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he 
was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he 
learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he 
became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been 
designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 
 



Psalm                                                                                                     Psalm 51:1-12 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great 
compassion blot out my offenses. Wash me through and through from my 
wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my offenses, and my sin is 
ever before me. Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your 
sight; so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. Indeed, I 
was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb. Indeed, you 
delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer 
than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may 
rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful 
Spirit.  
 
Gospel                  John 12:20-33 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 
Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 27“Now 
my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, 
it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 
your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 



 
Hebrew Scripture Reading                     Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Sermon        
 
Hymn of the Day        Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me. See, on the portals 
he’s waiting and watching, watching for you and for me. (refrain)  
(refrain) 
Come home, come home. You who are weary come home. Earnestly, tenderly 
Jesus is calling, calling “O sinner, come home.”  
Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me? Why 
should we linger and heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me? (refrain) 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me. Though 
we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for me. (refrain)        
   
Prayers of Intercession        
 
Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you 
 
Offering 

Offering Prayer       
Generous God, you free us at the font and feed us at the table. You provide for 
our every need. Receive our gifts of time, talents and treasures and transform 
them into a feast that welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest. 
Amen.  



Doxology  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below  
Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
Holy Communion  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great 

love you send to us Jesus, your Son, who reaches out to heal the sick and 

suffering, who preaches good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opens his 

arms to all.  

Song Before Communion         Let Us Break Bread Together  
Let us break bread together on our knees, Let us break bread together on our 
knees. When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy 
on me. 
 
Let us drink wine together on our knees. Let us drink wine together on our knees 
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me 
 
Let us praise God together on our knees. Let us praise God together on our knees 
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me 
 
Words of Institution 
On the night…remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and 
unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Let us pray with confidence the prayer our savior gave us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion Distribution 
 



Post Communion Prayer   
God of Promises, at your feast you have fed us with your grace, filling us with 
hope to sustain us on this Lenten journey. May we carry the promises we have 
received out into the world who needs to know your love and tender care. In the 
name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen   
 
Benediction 
 

Sending Hymn           Go My Children With My Blessing 
Go, my children, with my blessing, Never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own. 
In my love's baptismal river. I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing - You are my own. 
 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure. 
Here you heard my dear Son's story; Here you touched him, saw his glory. 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 
 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, Closer to me; 
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free. 
Here my Spirit's power filled you; Here his tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free. 
 
I the Lord will bless and keep you and give you peace; 
I the Lord will smile upon you and give you peace; 
I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, my children; I will keep you and give you peace. 
 
Dismissal Go in peace. Know the Lord. Live as God’s people. Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


