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                                                             from Intern Pastor Bethany 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” – John 16:33 
 
March 15th will mark one year since we closed our church buildings in response to 
the threats of Covid in our communities. Nearly one year down and only 39 to go 
to fully understand what the Israelites experienced during their time in the 
wilderness. Thankfully our experience of the wilderness will not last that long. We 
are likely to find ourselves back in our buildings during 2021. Those of us who 
have walked this road together though; taking part in virtual worship, drive thru 
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supply pick ups and pre-packaged communion; will return to community stronger 
for the shared experience. Our story of survival will forever mark this wilderness 
journey as one in which we held firmly to God’s promises, we dared to feel 
uncomfortable behind masks and worshipping outside of a pew for the sake of 
our neighbors. I recently read that “we can’t really know a person until we know 
what they have survived.” Those of us who have survived this time together, 
being church in new ways even as we missed gathering in community, know what 
the other has survived. We have journeyed this road together and oh, the stories 
we will have to tell the generations to come about the time that our doors were 
closed and our hearts were opened to God’s movement in the world outside of 
our church buildings. I am thankful to all who have stayed the course with me.  
 

 
 
 

                                                                       
Confirmation students will begin meeting again in person in March. Upcoming 
Learning Nights are scheduled for:  
Faith Students – March 10 and March 24 5:30PM at Faith  
Rock Creek Students – March 17 5:30PM at Rock Creek  
 



 
Lent mid-week worship continues via Facebook Live on Wednesdays at 7PM. Our 
focus is experiencing Christ through Spiritual Disciplines. The weekly themes in 
March include: Relinquish the false self, Share my life with others, Hear the Word 
of God, Incarnate Christ’s love for the world and Pray to God. Join in this 
experience deeply rooted in the space where God’s Word intersects our spiritual 
beings.  
 

                                
Throughout Lent you can read daily devotions on the church Facebook page or 
call the Rock Creek church voicemail to hear them at 715-875-4571 each day after 
10AM. These have been written by members of our congregations and people 
from our ever-expanding online community. Thanks to all who agreed to 
contribute to this devotional project! 
                                                                     
 



 
 

Supply bags will include communion elements, palms, worship bulletins and even 
toppings for your own delicious Palm Sundae!  
 

 
 
 



                                                       
On Thursday, March 18th put on your pajamas, invite a friend, grab a bedtime 
snack and snuggle up for stories read by Intern Pastor Bethany via Zoom!  
Here is the link:  Meeting ID: 979 2543 4781  Passcode: 987027 
 

 

                      



                           
Thanks to a partnership with WRDN radio and Facebook Live, our Sunday online 
worship presence remains strong during this time. Listen every Sunday at 
10:30AM to worship led by Intern Pastor Bethany on WRDN 1430AM or 107.3FM 
or watch on Facebook by visiting our page @faithandrockcreek. You can also 
worship via Zoom to see others in the worshipping community: 
Meeting ID   984 2607 5230   Security Passcode  67857 
 
 

 

 
Synod Assembly 

                                                             April 15 & 17  
Both of our congregations need to register one male and one female to be voting 
members at this year’s Synod Assembly. The assembly will be online via Zoom. 
There are six resolutions being voted on this year around the topic of justice. 
What does that mean? Resolutions come from congregations. The resolutions 
that pass by vote at assembly are then put into practice by our synod. These 
resolutions can also impact work done on the Churchwide level. Our votes matter 
to the ministry we do as the larger church. Voting members need to register by 
April 1st. Please contact Intern Pastor Bethany if you would be willing to serve as a 
voting member: frclcpastor@gmail.com or 402-520-5504.  You can view full 
schedule and resolutions by visiting http://nwswi.org/2021-synod-assembly 
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February 11, 2021 

Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet unborn may praise the 
LORD…so that the name of the LORD may be declared in Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem, 
when peoples gather together, and kingdoms, to worship the LORD. Psalm 102:18,22 

  

     This week I met with the eight Conference Deans via Zoom. We estimated 
that roughly 40% of our 198 ELCA congregations in the synod are either 
worshipping fully in person, together in the parking lot, or in some 
combination of in person and virtual worship services. That means that 
roughly 60% of the ELCA congregations in our synod are worshiping only 
virtually. I imagine as folks receive the vaccine and the number of cases 
continue to decline more will decide to return to in person worship. I am 
aware that there has been much tension between pastors, councils and 
members about when and how and who makes the decision to return to in 
person worship services. I know there has been some blaming and 
scapegoating. I know it has been particularly challenging to continue virtual 
worship when neighboring churches have opened their doors for in person 
worship. This is an anxious time for everyone. But we will get through this. 
We are in this together. Please respect the decisions that other 
congregations have made even if you disagree with them.  
Some have wondered how the decision to return to in person worship is 
made. I hope what follows is helpful: 
       The ELCA has what is called “congregational polity.” It is organized so 
that individual congregations make their own decisions about basic day-to-
day operations. During this pandemic, the local church council has full 
authority to make any decision it felt was best for the physical safety and 
spiritual wellbeing of the pastor, congregation and community. It is the 
church council and only the church council that decides when to return to in 
person worship. Holding in person worship is not the pastor’s decision. The 
pastor is the spiritual advisor for the church council. It is not the synod  



bishop, synod ministers or the ELCA. We all make recommendations, but the 
final decision is made by the church council.  
      As bishop, I make recommendations based on the science and research 
done by the Wisconsin Council of Churches, CDC and health experts for the 
state of WI. The recommendations are made to keep pastors, members of 
ELCA congregations and our neighbors safe from a disease that has killed 
nearly half a million people in less than a year in the US. Recommendations 
are just that, recommendations based on medical science, not on politics.  
Here are the most recent recommendations we have:  
-Wait until 50% of the population has received the vaccination before 
returning to large group gatherings. 
- Get vaccinated as soon as possible. 
-When returning to in person worship, do the following: 

1.  Continue to wear masks and configure pews or chairs so family 
groups or individuals are at least six feet from each other. 

2. Consider a 30 minute worship service instead of an hour or more.  
3. Avoid congregational singing, and use soloists or small groups wearing 

masks to provide worship music.  
-Consider parking lot worship services for Easter with a radio broadcast and 
when the weather improves, outdoor worship services. Outdoors is safer.  
     It has been a long pandemic. This has been difficult. We are all sick and 
tired of it. It has, I’m sure touched all of your congregations and your own 
family. It has touched our synod staff. On Tuesday, February 2 we learned 
that our synod administrator’s husband tested positive for the Coronavirus. 
This week we learned that Liz and their high school aged son also tested 
positive. Everyone is sick in her house, but Liz’s husband has been very sick 
for the past week. He was a 50 year old reasonably healthy person. This is a 
scary disease. This is a difficult time for everyone. Do what you can to be 
tolerant of those who hold differing points of view. Listen and try to 
understand rather than judge. Tend to relationships and care for each other 
and care for those who have no one else to care for them. And pray. Friends, 
pray and then speak. Pray and then vote. Pray and ask that the decisions you 
make are for the right reasons and will give glory to God. Pray and ask that 
God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Pray and humbly ask for 
forgiveness. Pray and be willing to forgive. Be kind. And most of all, love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind, and love your neighbor 
as yourself. Please know I am holding you in my prayers. – Bishop Laurie   



 
 

         Luther Park Bible Camp…   …Our Partnership with Holy Play 
Summer Camp 2021 

June 27-July 2 Online Registration is now open at http://lutherpark.org/  

 
Discovery Camp (completed grades 1-3)– This camp is perfect for those campers who 
prefer a shorter week or for whom this may be their first overnight camp 
experience.  All the fun and excitement of a full week is packed into a few days 
complete with s’mores and campfires! Check in is 3pm on Sunday or 9:30am 
Wednesday and check out is either Tuesday at 5:00pm or Friday at 12:00pm.  
Cost: $200 
 
Seeker Camp (completed grades 3-5)– Seeker Camp is five days of absolute fun and 
craziness. Archery, canoeing, swimming, cooking out, crazy games, worship, songs, 
s’mores all make for a full and fantastic week. Seeker Campers will stay in the cabins and 
experience much of what makes Luther Park great.  Join us for a wonderful week with 
many old and new friends! Cost: $415.00 

 
Pathfinders (completed grades 6-8) – Campers stay in cabins and experience a wide 
variety of fun activities available at Luther park including the High Ropes course and Disc 
Golf course.  Along with swimming, games with your new and old friends, you will get to 
experience amazing and creative Bible Studies, worships, campfires, and meaningful 
small group discussions.  This camp may compliment your church confirmation 
classes.  Cost: $415.00 
 
Night Owl at LPBC (completed grades 7-9) Do you like staying up late and sleeping in? 
Experience camp in a whole new way with a program full of nocturnal 
excitement.  Night games and activities, including a night swim, star gazing, and 
cookouts make this a fun and creative camp experience. These campers will still enjoy 
favorite camp activities like paddling, challenge course, and more!  Develop community 
and spiritual growth and enjoy the late night noise.  Cost: $415.00 
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Art Camp (completed grades 7-12) – Art camp offers campers an exciting opportunity to 
explore their talents in art as we focus on topics such as pottery, painting, and 
drawing.  In addition to traditional camp activities, campers will spend at least two 
activity blocks each day in this specialized program under the guide of a highly skilled 
instructor.  An art gallery will be on display before Friday pickup for campers and 
parents to view before the final worship begins. Cost: $415.00 
 
P.A.L.S.- Two week session (completed grades 8-11) – Partners Actively Learning and 
Serving. This two week program is a high school service and learning program where 
participants spend several hours each day serving and helping provide a welcoming 
atmosphere at camp. Projects may include: dish washing, cleaning, painting, grounds 
work, and assisting with leading games and activities. PALS will have the opportunity to 
take part in the wide variety of activities and worships.  Please inquire with the program 
director for one week session availability. Cost: $140.00 
 
C.I.T.- Two week session (completed grades 9-12) –  The Counselor In Training program 
is for high school aged campers who have completed at least one session of PALS and 
would like the opportunity to learn more about what a counselor does. CIT’s will live in 
the cabin and be assigned to a counselor each week to shadow and learn from. They will 
assist the counselor in the daily schedule of camp life, activities, and worship.  CIT’s are 
mentored by an experienced counselor and leadership staff.  Please inquire with the 
program director for one week session availability. Cost: $240.00 
 

                                       
 
The cost of camp should never prohibit a child from going. If you have financial need for 
any reason reach out to Intern Pastor Bethany. Thanks to the church council’s wise 
budgeting and the generosity of an anonymous donor there are plenty of funds 
available. Everyone who wants to attend camp can! 



 
Faith Council Meeting Minutes—02-10-2021 
 present: Diane Knudsen, Tiffany Webb, Linda Talford, LeAnn Carlson, Darrin Hurtgen, Val C. 
Treasurer Greg Knoepke 
 
Diane called the meeting to order at 6:31pm 
 
Pastor’s Report—See attached- Reviewed in Joint meeting  
 
Secretary’s report—reviewed; attached; Motion by LeAnne, 2nd Darrin, all in favor; All 
Approved. 
 
Treasurer’s report—reviewed; attached; Motion by LeAnne 2nd by Darrin. 
 All Approved 
 
Committee Reports 
      • Education-  

▪ Summer VBS for 2021 looking at dates in July, Inter Pastor Bethany and Tracey 
Rosemeyer will plan and organize VBS.   

 
    • Property-     

▪ Lawn Care approved for 2021 season. 
▪ Front Doors need to be looked at for weatherstripping missing.    
▪ Estimate obtained for new carpeting on Sanctuary; Linda T. Motion to add to 

agenda for Annual Meeting.  
 

     • Fundraising-  
 

 
▪ Worship & Music:   

•  Lent, Ash Wednesday is February 17, Services will be held online 
through Facebook Live from Rock Creek 

Old Business:  

• Council Terms that end in January 2021 
- Linda T has 1 more Year along with Tiffany W.  

New Business: Annual Meeting in person/ via Zoon call in end of February 21,2021 at 11:30am   
       Next Meeting: March 10,2021 
Motion made by Linda t. adjourn, all in favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:35 
 
Tiffany Webb 
Faith Lutheran Church Council Secretary  
            
 



Faith Lutheran January Financial Report 

 Jan. Actual Jan. Budget 

Opening Balance $24,260.68  

Income   

Offering $4,789.40 $5,116.90 

Interest $2.26 $1.00 

Thrivent Choice Dollars  $38.00 $100.00 

Radio Broadcast $250.00 $100.00 

   

Total Income $5,079.66 $5,317.90 

   

Expenses $7,077.62 $6,297.81 

Ending Balance $22,262.72  

 

Thank you for continued support! If you have any questions, feel free to give me a call at 715-672-4954 

or 715-279-0413 and please leave me a message if needed or e-mail me at gknoepke@mtdfwi.com 

Sincerely, 

Greg Knoepke 

Faith Lutheran Treasurer 

 
          

    Rock Creek Council Meeting Minutes—01/06/21 

Those present:  Sandy Froystad, Jenny Hayden, Becky Richardson, Steve Dahl, Dave Coon, Val Wagner, 

Jill Bauer, Intern Pastor Bethany, Sue Dahl and Carma Koller. 

Dave called the meeting to order at 6:30pm 

Pastor’s Report—reviewed, see attached. 

• Pastor Bethany brought up VBS this year, we normally would have the program thru Luther 

Park, but with Covid, Luther Park is running things differently, not going to as many churches 

and in addition to the reg fee, adding a per student fee, separate housing needed for the 

counselors, etc.  We are so lucky to have a very creative and talented Pastor and she offered to 

lead a VBS program for both churches.  Council decided to go with that plan, Pastor will also let 

Faith know of our decision.  

• Ash Wednesday – 2/17/21, as of right now we will plan on a Facebook live service.  We will 

continue to monitor the case loads and make decision on in-person worship with that 

information. 

Secretary’s Report—reviewed, motion by Becky to approve, 2nd by Jill, all in favor. 

Treasurer’s Report—reviewed, motion by Steve to approve, 2nd by Carma, all in favor. 

Committee Reports 

Account Jan. Ending Balance 

Checking $24,260.68 
Property Savings $1,035.64 
Memorial Savings $2,784.76 
Total $28,081.08 
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• Education—No January packet being sent out for Sunday school.  Will be sending out a Lent 

packet and making Valentines for the shut ins. Thank you to Jill making the Church Xmas card, it 

was beautiful, will submit the cost total to Becky for reimbursement from the general fund.  

• Youth Group/Confirmation—FaithLift going well, meeting via zoom meetings. 

• Dream Team—No update. 

Old Business 

• COVID-19 Update—the latest graph is a slight upward trend (2 week trend) in local cases.  We 

will continue to monitor cases and will make decisions regarding in-person worship from that 

data.  

• Parsonage Repair 

o Garage Door- no update 

o Septic System—drain field was replaced, cost $4800.  Steve asked if the tree near there 

was an issue?  Premier Plumbing states that the tree is ok, no worry to the new system.  

Steve, Becky and Dave will stop by to assess. 

o Thermostat - Pastor reported temperature is not showing correctly, will try new battery 

and check furnace filter.  If still not will call furnace man to check 

 

• Church Building 

o Monitors, wireless speakers, outlets in by monitors, clicker and new microphone for 

Pastor – Dave is working on 

o Cabinets for Friendship Room-Dick Dahl is working on 

o Spare Carpet squares—Val received a price for 2 boxes of extra squares $338.  Motion 

was made by Becky to purchase, 2nd by Carma, all in favor.  We also received estimates 

on carpeting for the Sunday school rooms of $4300, which council thought was high.  

We will look at further options, possible a laminate or wall to wall carpeting.  

• Annual Meeting – 1/31/21 via Zoom, phone in and in-person 

o 2021 Ballot 

▪ Steve Dahl – President- 1 yr term 

▪ Riane Hayden – Deacon-2 yr term 

▪ Cindi Coon – Deacon-2 yr term 

▪ Dave Coon – Trustee-2 yr term 

▪ Carma Koller – Secretary-1 yr term 

▪ Becky Richardson – Treasurer-1 yr term 

▪ W-ELC Rep – Sue Dahl – 1 yr term 

▪ Sunday School – Jill Bauer – 1 yr term 

▪ Current members Val Wagner and Dustin Nelson – Trustees-- 1yr left  and 

Ashley Dorschner – Deacon 1 yr left 

New Business 

• Review/Approve Annual Budget—Motion was made by Steve to accept the annual budget and 

add to the annual report, 2nd by Val, all in favor. 

• Blinds for Sunday School rooms- $60-70 a piece, tabled until next meeting. 



• Request for outlets to be installed outdoors. 

Next Meeting 2/3/21 @6:30pm via Zoom 

Motion to adjourn made by Becky, all in favor 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm, Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

Jenny Hayden, RCLC council secretary 

           
Rock Creek Financial                                
   

Opening Balance January  1, 2021  $            11,394.02  

Total Deposits  $              3,982.60  

Funds transferred to Business Investment acct.  $                           -    

Funds transferred from Business Investment 
acct.  $                           -    

Total Expenses  $              5,332.10  

Balance as of January 31, 2021  $            10,044.52  

 

TOTAL OF ALL 
ACCOUNTS   

Checking  $     10,044.52  

Good Samaritan Account  $           500.00  

Money Market Checking  $     29,668.25  

TOTAL  $     40,212.77  

 


