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                                                             from Intern Pastor Bethany 
 

 
Spring and summer months often include the celebration of many milestones 

from confirmations to graduations to weddings and anniversaries. We celebrate 
the end of another school year and the start of summer vacation. We travel for 

family reunions and getaways with friends. My own family has four milestones to 
celebrate in May and June alone! Whatever you are celebrating in the coming 
months may you do so with a grateful heart, giving thanks to God for all of it!   
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Faith kids will be celebrating First Communion on Sunday, May 16th at 10:30AM 

worship. Kids of all ages who are ready to begin receiving communion are invited 
to a learning night with Intern Pastor Bethany on Wednesday, May 12th at 5:30PM 

at Faith. There is no age requirement. God’s gifts are for everyone! 
 



                               
On Sunday, May 16th we will celebrate our graduating seniors during worship. If 
you have high school or college graduates who want to be included please 
contact Intern Pastor Bethany and then invite them to join us for worship. 

 

 

 
Due to a number of our 8th graders quarantined beyond the originally scheduled 
Confirmation Sunday date the families and Intern Pastor Bethany have chosen to 

reschedule the service. Stay tuned for a new date in early summer. 
 

                                                              
Join Intern Pastor Bethany IN PERSON for Pastor in Pajamas on Thursday May 6th  
at 7PM at Faith and Thursday, May 13th at 7PM at Rock Creek. Invite a friend, 
wear your PJs, bring a blanket and favorite stuffy for storytime at church!  



 
                      
                                 
 
 

          
 

         
               



 

                           
Thanks to a partnership with WRDN radio and Facebook Live, our Sunday online 
worship presence will continue even when our buildings are open. Listen every 
Sunday at 10:30AM on WRDN 1430AM or 107.3FM or watch on Facebook by 
visiting our page @faithandrockcreek. 
 

 
UNITY Community VBS will be held at Holy Rosary in Lima July 11-15.  

If you are interested in helping plan and lead this community VBS please attend 
the next planning meeting on Tuesday, May 11th at 6:30PM at Holy Rosary.  

This is an exciting way to be church together with the larger community!   
 

 
Learning nights have concluded for the 2020-2021 school year. This summer 

watch the calendar for ways to be involved in service and fellowship opportunities 



         Luther Park Bible Camp…   …Our Partnership with Holy Play 
Join Intern Pastor Bethany at Luther Park  

Day Camp: June 22 & 23 
Come for one or both days of adventure!  

Full Week of Camp: June 27-July 2 
Online Registration is now open at http://lutherpark.org/ 

 

 
Day camp (completed K-3rd grades) Day Camp is a great way for the youngest camper to 
get their first camp experience.  Trained staff will lead age appropriate activities 
including Bible study, games, swimming, and much more.  Day camp is from 8:00am – 
5:00pm with lunch and snacks provided.  Cost: $25/day 
 
Discovery Camp (completed grades 1-3)– This camp is perfect for those campers who 
prefer a shorter week or for whom this may be their first overnight camp 
experience.  All the fun and excitement of a full week is packed into a few days 
complete with s’mores and campfires! Check in is 3pm Sunday or 9:30am Wednesday 
and check out is either 5PM Tuesday or Noon Friday. Cost: $200 
 
Seeker Camp (completed grades 3-5)– Seeker Camp is five days of absolute fun and 
craziness. Archery, canoeing, swimming, cooking out, crazy games, worship, songs, 
s’mores all make for a full and fantastic week. Seeker Campers will stay in the cabins and 
experience much of what makes Luther Park great.  Join us for a wonderful week with 
many old and new friends! Cost: $415 

 
Pathfinders (completed grades 6-8) – Campers stay in cabins and experience a wide 
variety of fun activities available at Luther park including the High Ropes course and Disc 
Golf course.  Along with swimming, games with your new and old friends, you will get to 
experience amazing and creative Bible Studies, worships, campfires, and meaningful 
small group discussions.  This camp may compliment your church confirmation 
classes.  Cost: $415 

The cost of camp should never prohibit a child from going. If 
you have financial need for any reason reach out to Intern 
Pastor Bethany. Thanks to the church council’s wise budgeting 
and the generosity of an anonymous donor there are plenty of 
funds available. Everyone who wants to attend camp can! 
 

http://lutherpark.org/


       
 

Synod Assembly was held via Zoom on April 15 & 17. All the resolutions 
that were presented passed with large majority margins. The topics voted on 
included racial justice, care for creation, LGBTQIA+ inclusivity, gender equity and 
world hunger. Each of these resolutions serve as a roadmap for congregations to 
start and continue conversations and take tangible steps forward to live more 
fully into God’s kingdom. Grace Talford, one of our voting members from Rock 
Creek, shares about her experience at the assembly: “I got to vote at and attend 
the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin assembly. I was so grateful that I got to vote 
for the very first time at this event. Despite technical difficulties, as the assembly 
was on Zoom, the assembly had a great turnout and was fun to participate in. 
With over 300 people on the Zoom call, I was the only youth voter. Regardless of 
my age, I found the way that the assembly ran to be interesting. Voting on 
resolutions from LGBTQIA+ education to issues about the current climate crisis, 
voting and the information presented was interesting and informational to me. 
Voting was done through the poll option on Zoom, and much to my surprise, went 
smoothly for almost all. This assembly may not have been like others in the past, 
but for my first time, I believe it went fantastically. The tech team was very 
helpful with those who were having issues, and there were plenty of great 
speakers and some very powerful discussions on the resolutions themselves. I 
believe that voting, regardless of where it may be, is an important duty for all who 
are able to fulfill it. I am so humbled that I was able to vote in this assembly. I am 
appreciative for everything running smoothly with this virtual assembly and for all 
of the leaders and other voters for staying peaceful during discussions and for 
passing resolutions. This event spoke into my life of faith through me being a 
strong ally to my friends who are part of the LGBTQIA+ community. I believe that 
we as Christians should love and accept everyone regardless. Several others, as 
well as I and the resolutions that passed, believe that the community matters and 
that everyone deserves to be educated on the community itself. The resolution 
explained how the church can begin having conversations about the community, 
which I am in strong favor of. I am overall very thankful that I was able to discuss 
key issues with my fellow synod members.” 



Hard Reads, Softened Hearts Book Club 

 

 
 

Join Intern Pastor Bethany in this book club as we begin to live into the justice 
resolutions passed at the synod assembly. No Innocent Bystanders: Becoming An 
Ally In The Struggle For Justice is a wonderfully inviting read that begins with 
naming the issues and ends with concrete steps to take on the road toward 
justice. Books are $17 each. If you want to order a book contact Intern Pastor 
Bethany by May 15th. Books will be distributed in late May. Book Club will begin in 
June on a date chosen by the group. This is a faithful, tangible way to begin the 
conversations our faith begs us to have. 

 

                 
 



 
Radio ministry is a vital part of our outreach ministry.  It costs $50/week for the 
radio broadcast. Most summer dates are still available for sponsorship. Send $50 
to Faith Lutheran Church and include the date you would like to sponsor and who 
it is in memory or honor of. Consider remembering an anniversary, birthday or 
another milestone. Thanks to those who have already sponsored. A sponsorship 
form is below for your convenience. Simply print, fill out and return. 
                                              RADIO SPONSORSHIP FORM  
I would like to sponsor a Radio Broadcast ($50/week)  
 Worship Date to sponsor _____________________ 
 ___ In honor of ______________________________________ 
 ___ In memory of ____________________________________ 
Return with check made payable to: 
Faith Lutheran Church  
1032 Prissel St  
Durand WI 54736 
 

 
    Rock Creek Council Meeting Minutes 

March 3, 2021 
Those present:  Steve Dahl, Becky Richardson, Carma Koller, Dave Coon, Cindi Coon, Val Wagner,   Riane 
Hayden,  Sue Dahl, Jill Bauer, Ashley Dorschner and Intern Pastor Bethany Walker. 
Absent:  Dustin Nelson 
Steve called the meeting to order at 6:06 pm 
Intern Pastor Bethany led devotions.  Reflections on Joy in our life. 

Pastor’s Report—reviewed, see attached. 

• Covid Update.  (moved into pastors report to allow time to review prior to Lenten service)  
Survey results-see attached.  Results from 70 responses indicate 77.9% would be interested in 
returning to church in small groups.   47.1% are ready to return in person now, 31.4% in 1-3 
months, and 15.7% in 3-6 months. See letter from Bishop Laurie.    We had open discussion on 
when we could plan to open the building for in person worship. Reviewed numbers of new 
Covid cases in 4 counties  and numbers  of who have been vaccinated in the state.   Easter was 
discussed but there was thought of too many people may want to attend.  Dave motioned to 
open April 11, 2021 with social distancing, Becky seconded it and motion passed.  Council will 



continue watch numbers of Covid cases in the area and have the option of changing the plan if 
we need to.  May 2 is confirmation.  May need to limit attendance to students being confirmed 
and their families or move it outside if weather allow.   

Secretary’s Report—reviewed, motion by Becky  to approve, 2nd by Sue and motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report—reviewed, motion by Jill to approve, 2nd by Sue and motion passed. 

Committee Reports 
• Education— Jill reported packets were handed out again in February. The kids appear to like 

them. 

• Youth Group/Confirmation—no report 

• Dream Team—nothing planned 

• Call Committee- It will need to reconvene.  Cindi Coon, Ashley Urness and Nikki Bauer. Steve will 
let them know what needs to be done.  We think just logistics.  

•  

Page 2, March 3, 2021 
Old Business 

• COVID-19 Update— see above 

• Parsonage Repair 
o Garage Door- no update 

• Church Building 
o Monitors- same display on both , outlets installed- Dave will contact Best Buy 
o Cabinets for Friendship Room-Dick Dahl is working on 
o Wireless Speakers for Microphone System in Sanctuary-Becky will look into 
o Clicker for Pastor- Becky will look into 
o Spare Carpet squares—they have been purchased.   
o Exterior Sign- Dave has estimate of $6000. Letter board, enclosed and lit up.  
o Kitchenette-  wall paper is off and repairs are being made to ceiling. Need to purchase 

paint, flooring, faucet, and light.  Becky made a motion to spend up to $600 for supplies 
for refurbishing the Kitchenette, second Sue and motion passed.  

New Business 
• Follow up to annual meeting 

 *Chimes – Steve will look into 
*Back door-Al  Johnson is going to look into it.  Due to price of lumber, framing in a smaller door 
may be more expensive than replacing the odd sized door. 

• Sound system pricing- Currently, Faith is borrowing sound system from Herb Schneider to do 
outside worship.  Paul Churness has estimate from Sound Installation for  sound system.  We are 
not sure of the overall cost as there are three prices $850-$1250 and then a $850 for pastor 
package. We will need more explanation of cost and maybe a second estimate.   

Next Meeting        April 7, 2021  7:00 at church if possible 
Motion to adjourn made by Becky, 2nd by Sue and motion passed.  
Meeting adjourned at  7:25, Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
Carma Koller, RCLC council secretary 

 
                
                        
 

 



Faith Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes 

March 11, 2021 

Present: Bethany Walker, Nate Walker, Linda Talford, LeAnne Carlson, Elissa Abramson, Darrin Hurtgen 

and Valerene Cataract. 

Meeting called to order at 6:36 p.m. 

Mission/Vision statement read. 

Pastor’s Report: see report. Returning to church survey reviewed. Rock Creek decided to open April 

11th, after discussion decided to open also on April 11th.Motion carried to open April 11, 2021. 

Secretary Report read. Motion to accept made by Linda Talford and seconded by Elissa Abramson. 

Treasurer Report read. Motion to accept made by Linda Talford and seconded by Elissa Abramson. 

Council positions accepted. 

President- LeAnne Carlson 

Vice-president- Linda Talford 

Secretary- Tiffany Webb 

Committee positions- 

Property- Nate Walker and Darrin Hurtgen 

Education- Elissa Abramson 

Music and Worship- Elissa Abramson and LeAnne Carlson 

Fundraising- Linda Talford and Valerene Cataract 

Stewardship- Nathan Walker and Tiffany Webb 

Property Report- May 10th carpet going in. Have May 9th worship outside 

Education Report- VBS date determined, will continue to work on. 

Fundraising Report- BOTC/MITP coming up. Talked about having a fundraiser for Sunday Supper 

account. 

Music and Worship Report- everything good for now 

Old Business- none 

New Business- maple tree needs to be taken down. Parking lot needs to be repacked, lots of loose gravel 

brought in when had the funeral. 

Motion made to adjourn by Nathan Walker. 



Faith Lutheran March Financial Report 

 Mar. Actual Mar. Budget 

Opening Balance $22,945.63  

Income   

Offering $6,099.35 $5,116.90 

Interest $2.27 $1.00 

Thrivent Choice Dollars  $25.00 $100.00 

Radio Broadcast $360.00 $100.00 

Lent/Luther Park $425.00  

Property Fund/Carpet $5,325.00  

Total Income $12,236.62 $5,317.90 

   

Expenses* $11,617.63 $6,297.81 

Ending Balance $23,564.62  

 

*$6,000 of this is for Carpet Down Payment 

Thank you for continued support! If you have any questions, feel free to give me a call at 715-672-4954 

or 715-279-0413 and please leave me a message if needed or e-mail me at gknoepke@mtdfwi.com 

Sincerely, 

Greg Knoepke 

Faith Lutheran Treasurer 

 

Account March Ending 
Balance 

Checking $23,564.62 
Property Savings $1,035.89 
Memorial Savings $3,010.45 
Total $27,610.96 
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