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Welcome 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless. Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection 
God our comforter: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon 
abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and 
oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our 
sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love 
to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen. 



Opening Hymn              Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling LBW 608  
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me. See, on the portals 
he’s waiting and watching, watching for you and for me. (refrain)  
 
(refrain) 
Come home, come home. You who are weary come home. Earnestly, tenderly 
Jesus is calling, calling “O sinner, come home.”  
 
Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me? Why 
should we linger and heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me? (refrain) 
 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me. Though 
we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for me. (refrain)  
 
Greeting 
 
Prayer of the Day  
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. 
Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to continually put our 
faith into action for the sake of our neighbors, that we may reflect the image of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Children’s Message            

 

1st Reading          Revelation 22: 1-5 
 Then the angel[a] showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the 
street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life[b] with its twelve 
kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for 
the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there anymore. But 
the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants[c] will worship 
him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there 
will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be 
their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-31066a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-31067b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-31068c


Psalm                                                                                                            Psalm 19:7-1 
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of 
the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.  
8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of 
the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.  
9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the LORD are 
true and righteous altogether.  

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far 
than honey, than honey in the comb.  
11By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great 
reward.  
12Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 
dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great 
offense.  
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  

 

Second Reading                                                                                          James 5:13-20 
13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should 

sing songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of 

the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of 

the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; 

and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your 

sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The 

prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like 

us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six 

months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave 

rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among 

you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, 20you should know 

that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from 

death and will cover a multitude of sins.        

Sermon      
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day       Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil WOV 713 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your Word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 
When my heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, warm it 
with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the needs of your world. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where sins confessed and prayers spoken are 
heard. When my heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, 
warm it with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 
Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third 
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 
Peace 
 
Offering               
 
Doxology  
 
Offering Prayer  
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in 
this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 
world. Amen. 
 



Words of Institution 
On the night…remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and 
unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Let us pray with confidence the prayer that Jesus taught us… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion Distribution 
Post Communion Blessing  
 
Post Communion Prayer   
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table food that is abundant life. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to go out into 
classrooms and workplaces, offices and fields, volunteer sites and our own homes 
hungry only to love the world. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
Sending Hymn                                                           Amazing Grace LBW 448  
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now am found was blind but now I see 
Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace, my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed 
Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far and grace will lead me home 
The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures;  
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.  
 
Dismissal   Go in peace. Put your faith into action. Thanks be to God! 


